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1 Corinthians 
 

The First Letter to the Corinthians, also known as 1 Corinthians, is one of the letters of 
the Apostle Paul in the New Testament of the Christian Bible. The letter is addressed to 
the church in Corinth, a Greek city-state where Paul had preached and established a 
Christian community. 
The letter is divided into sixteen chapters, covering a wide range of topics. Paul addresses 
issues such as division within the church, sexual immorality, marriage, spiritual gifts, the 
resurrection, and the Lord's Supper. He offers practical advice on how to live as a 
Christian, and encourages the Corinthians to strive for unity and to love one another. 
Throughout the letter, Paul emphasizes the importance of Christ as the foundation of the 
Christian faith. He explains that the message of the cross is foolishness to those who do 
not believe, but to those who are being saved it is the power of God. He also stresses the 
importance of the resurrection of Jesus, which is the basis of the Christian hope for 
eternal life. 
Overall, the letter to the Corinthians is a pastoral letter that addresses the issues and 
challenges facing a particular Christian community in the first century. However, the 
themes and teachings in the letter continue to be relevant to Christians today, as they seek 
to live out their faith in a divided and often hostile world. 

 
Here is a brief description of each chapter of 1 Corinthians: 
 
Chapter 1: Paul introduces himself and reminds the Corinthians of their identity as 
followers of Christ. He addresses the problem of division within the church, calling for 
unity in the name of Jesus. 
Chapter 2: Paul explains his preaching style and emphasizes the importance of the Holy 
Spirit in understanding God's wisdom. 
Chapter 3: Paul addresses the issue of factions within the church, warning against 
jealousy and promoting humility. 



Chapter 4: Paul defends his apostleship and urges the Corinthians to follow his example 
of self-sacrifice. 
Chapter 5: Paul confronts the issue of sexual immorality within the church, calling for 
discipline and purity. 
Chapter 6: Paul addresses lawsuits among Christians and the importance of sexual purity. 
Chapter 7: Paul discusses marriage and singleness, offering advice for those in different 
situations. 
Chapter 8: Paul addresses the issue of eating food sacrificed to idols and the importance 
of considering others' consciences. 
Chapter 9: Paul defends his right to receive support from the church and explains his 
approach to evangelism. 
Chapter 10: Paul warns against idolatry and disobedience to God, using the example of 
the Israelites in the wilderness. 
Chapter 11: Paul discusses the roles of men and women in worship and addresses issues 
surrounding the Lord's Supper. 
Chapter 12: Paul discusses spiritual gifts and their use in the church, emphasizing the 
importance of unity. 
Chapter 13: Paul speaks of the importance of love in the church, describing it as the most 
important spiritual gift. 
Chapter 14: Paul encourages the use of spiritual gifts, but emphasizes the need for order 
in worship. 
Chapter 15: Paul discusses the resurrection of Christ and its importance to the Christian 
faith. 
Chapter 16: Paul gives practical instructions for collecting an offering for the church in 
Jerusalem and sends greetings to various individuals in Corinth. 
 

 

 

Chapter 1 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul begins his letter to the Corinthians by greeting them and 
expressing his gratitude for their faith in Jesus Christ. He then addresses some of the 
issues that have arisen in the Corinthian church, particularly the problem of division 
among the believers. 
Paul notes that some of the Corinthians have been boasting about following certain 
leaders or teachers, which has created factions and disunity within the church. He 
reminds them that they were all baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and that they should 
not be divided but rather united in their faith. 
Paul also emphasizes the importance of the message of the cross, which he says is 
foolishness to those who are perishing but the power of God to those who are being 
saved. He emphasizes that it is not the wisdom of human beings that saves, but the power 
of God. 
Finally, Paul acknowledges that the Corinthians are a gifted and talented people, but 
warns them not to become too proud or self-sufficient in their own abilities. He reminds 
them that it is through God that they have been called and chosen to follow Christ, and 
that their ultimate goal should be to glorify God in everything they do. 



 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 1, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 18: "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God." This verse highlights the 
paradoxical nature of the Gospel: what seems foolish or weak to the world is 
actually the power of God for those who believe. 

2. Verse 23: "But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles." This verse underscores the scandalous nature of the 
Gospel message, which was offensive to both Jews and Gentiles in the ancient 
world. 

3. Verse 26-29: "Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. 
Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose 
the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are 
not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him." These 
verses remind us that God often works through the weak and lowly things of this 
world to accomplish his purposes, in order to demonstrate his power and glory. 

4. Verse 31: "Therefore, as it is written: 'Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.'" 
This verse echoes a theme found throughout the Bible: that we should not boast in 
ourselves or our own accomplishments, but rather in the Lord and what he has 
done for us. 

 

 
Chapter 2 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul continues his letter to the Corinthians by emphasizing the 
importance of relying on the wisdom and power of God, rather than on human wisdom 
and eloquence. 
He begins by explaining that when he first came to the Corinthians, he did not come with 
fancy words or persuasive arguments, but rather with a simple message of the cross. He 
did this intentionally so that their faith would not rest on human wisdom, but on the 
power of God. 
Paul then contrasts the wisdom of God with the wisdom of the world. He explains that 
the wisdom of the world is ultimately futile and powerless, while the wisdom of God is 
revealed through the Holy Spirit and leads to true understanding and salvation. 
He also explains that this wisdom is not something that can be attained through human 
knowledge or intelligence, but only through the revelation of the Spirit. He emphasizes 
that those who do not have the Spirit cannot understand the things of God, because they 
are spiritually discerned. 
Finally, Paul encourages the Corinthians to embrace the mind of Christ, which is 
characterized by humility and obedience to God. He reminds them that they have 
received the Spirit of God, which enables them to understand the things that God has 
freely given them. And he encourages them to continue to grow in their faith and 
knowledge of God, so that they may be fully equipped to live according to his will. 



 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 2, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 2: "For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified." This verse underscores the centrality of the Gospel message in 
Paul's teaching and preaching. 

2. Verse 5: "so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s 
power." This verse reminds us that true faith is not based on human wisdom or 
eloquence, but on the power of God. 

3. Verse 9: "However, as it is written: 'What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, 
and what no human mind has conceived'— the things God has prepared for those 
who love him." This verse emphasizes the incomprehensible nature of God's 
wisdom and the future glory that awaits those who love him. 

4. Verse 12: "What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 
is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us." This verse 
highlights the role of the Holy Spirit in helping us understand the deep things of 
God. 

5. Verse 14: "The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 
from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand 
them because they are discerned only through the Spirit." This verse explains why 
some people cannot understand or accept the Gospel message: they do not have 
the Spirit of God to help them discern it. 

 
 
Chapter 3 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul continues his discussion of wisdom and spiritual growth, 
but now focuses specifically on the issue of division within the Corinthian church. 
He begins by chastising the Corinthians for their immaturity and lack of spiritual 
discernment, noting that they are still living according to the ways of the world rather 
than in accordance with the wisdom of God. 
Paul then addresses the problem of division, noting that some of the Corinthians are 
claiming to follow certain leaders or teachers, rather than recognizing that they are all one 
in Christ. He explains that such divisions are evidence of spiritual immaturity and 
demonstrate a lack of understanding of the true nature of the church. 
He goes on to use the analogy of a building to explain the importance of building on a 
strong foundation. He notes that the foundation of the church is Jesus Christ, and that 
those who build upon that foundation with good works will receive a reward, while those 
who build with inferior materials will suffer loss. 
Paul then reminds the Corinthians that they are temples of the Holy Spirit, and that they 
should honor God with their bodies and lives. He notes that those who defile the temple 
of God will be punished, and that the wisdom of the world is ultimately foolishness in 
God's eyes. 
Finally, Paul encourages the Corinthians to be wise and discerning, recognizing that all 
things are theirs in Christ, and that they should not be controlled by the wisdom and ways 



of the world. Instead, they should embrace the wisdom of God and seek to build up the 
church in unity and love. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 3, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 3: "You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among 
you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?" This verse is a 
rebuke to the Corinthian church for their divisive behavior and lack of spiritual 
maturity. 

2. Verse 6: "I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it 
grow." This verse emphasizes the importance of teamwork in ministry, and 
recognizes that ultimately it is God who brings about spiritual growth. 

3. Verse 9: "For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s 
building." This verse further underscores the idea that Paul and Apollos are not 
the ones doing the work of ministry, but rather they are co-workers with God. 

4. Verse 16-17: "Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple." 
This verse reminds us that as believers, we are the temple of God and should treat 
our bodies and the bodies of others with respect and honor. 

5. Verse 23: "and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God." This verse affirms that 
believers are united with Christ, who in turn is united with God the Father. 

 

 
Chapter 4 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul continues his discussion of spiritual maturity and 
leadership in the church. He begins by reminding the Corinthians that he and the other 
apostles are merely servants of Christ, entrusted with the stewardship of the mysteries of 
God. 
He goes on to explain that it is not important what others think of him or his fellow 
workers, but rather what God thinks. He notes that he is not even qualified to judge 
himself, but that he leaves that task to God. 
Paul then warns the Corinthians not to become arrogant or prideful, thinking that they are 
superior to others in the church. He notes that such attitudes are contrary to the spirit of 
Christ, and that they are evidence of spiritual immaturity. 
He also challenges the Corinthians to imitate his own example of self-sacrifice and 
service to others, rather than seeking their own glory and honor. He notes that he is 
sending Timothy to them, who will remind them of his ways in Christ and help to 
establish them in the truth. 
Paul concludes the chapter by warning the Corinthians that he may need to come to them 
in person, and that he will not be lenient with those who persist in sin or disobedience. He 
notes that he has the authority to discipline and judge, but that his goal is always to 
restore and build up the church in love and unity. 
 



Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 4, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as 
those entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed." This verse establishes 
Paul's role as a servant of Christ and a steward of God's mysteries. 

2. Verse 5: "Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord 
comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the 
motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God." This 
verse cautions us against premature judgment, reminding us that only God knows 
the true motives of the heart. 

3. Verse 7: "For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that 
you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you 
did not?" This verse reminds us that everything we have comes from God, and 
that we should not boast as though we have earned it ourselves. 

4. Verse 13: "when we are slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum 
of the earth, the garbage of the world—right up to this moment." This verse 
highlights the persecution and hardship that Paul and his fellow workers have 
endured for the sake of the Gospel. 

5. Verse 20: "For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power." This 
verse emphasizes that the Gospel is not just a set of ideas or beliefs, but a 
transformative power that can change lives. 

 

 
Chapter 5 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul addresses a specific issue of sexual immorality within the 
Corinthian church. He begins by expressing his shock and dismay that the church is 
tolerating a man who is engaged in an incestuous relationship with his stepmother. 
Paul notes that such behavior is not even tolerated among the Gentiles, and that the 
church should have expelled the man from their community. He argues that the church 
has a responsibility to uphold moral standards and to maintain the purity of the body of 
Christ. 
He goes on to explain that although he is not physically present with them, he is with 
them in spirit, and has already passed judgment on the man in question. He urges the 
Corinthians to take action and to remove the immoral person from their midst, so that the 
church may be purified and the sinner may be brought to repentance. 
Paul concludes the chapter by reminding the Corinthians that they are called to live as a 
new creation in Christ, and to put away the old leaven of sin and corruption. He urges 
them to celebrate the feast of unleavened bread with sincerity and truth, symbolizing their 
commitment to live in purity and righteousness before God. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 5, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of 
a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife." 



This verse refers to a specific case of sexual immorality within the Corinthian 
church and demonstrates the need for discipline and correction. 

2. Verse 5: "hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his 
spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord." This verse outlines the disciplinary 
action that Paul recommends for the man involved in the sexual immorality, with 
the hope that he will repent and be saved. 

3. Verse 7: "Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as 
you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed." This verse 
uses the metaphor of yeast to remind us that we should strive to remove sin and 
corruption from our lives, just as the Israelites were instructed to remove all 
leaven from their homes during the feast of Passover. 

4. Verse 9: "I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
people." This verse refers to a previous letter that Paul had sent to the Corinthians, 
in which he had instructed them not to associate with those who were actively 
engaging in sexual immorality. 

5. Verse 13: "God will judge those outside. 'Expel the wicked person from among 
you.'" This verse emphasizes the importance of maintaining the purity and 
integrity of the church community by disciplining those who persist in 
unrepentant sin. 

 

 
Chapter 6 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul addresses another issue of immorality within the 
Corinthian church, specifically related to lawsuits among believers. He begins by 
expressing his disappointment that believers are taking legal disputes before secular 
courts, rather than resolving them within the church. 
Paul notes that believers are called to judge angels and to exercise spiritual discernment, 
so they should be able to resolve their own disputes. He argues that taking such matters 
before unbelievers is a sign of weakness and defeat, and that it damages the reputation of 
the church. 
He then goes on to address sexual immorality, urging believers to flee from all forms of 
sexual sin. He notes that the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and that believers have 
been bought with a price, so they should honor God with their bodies. 
Paul also specifically addresses the issue of prostitution, noting that those who engage in 
such behavior cannot inherit the kingdom of God. He reminds the Corinthians that they 
have been washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and that they 
should not return to their former way of life. 
Finally, Paul reminds the Corinthians that their bodies are members of Christ, and that 
they should not unite themselves with prostitutes or with any other person in a way that 
dishonors God. He urges them to flee from all forms of sexual immorality and to glorify 
God in their bodies and in their spirits, which belong to Him. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 6, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 



1. Verse 9-10: "Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God." This 
verse provides a list of sins that can keep a person from inheriting the kingdom of 
God and serves as a warning to avoid such behaviors. 

2. Verse 11: "And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God." This verse offers hope and reassurance that through faith in 
Jesus Christ, even those who have committed grave sins can be forgiven and 
made new. 

3. Verse 15: "Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? 
Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never!" 
This verse emphasizes the sacredness of our bodies, which are members of Christ, 
and the need to avoid sexual immorality. 

4. Verse 19-20: "Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies." This verse 
reinforces the idea that our bodies are sacred and should be used to honor God, 
rather than for our own selfish desires. 

5. Verse 20: "You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies." 
This verse reminds us that we have been bought with a price, the blood of Jesus 
Christ, and that we should therefore use our bodies to glorify God. 

 
 
Chapter 7 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul addresses various questions and concerns that the 
Corinthians have raised regarding marriage, singleness, and divorce. He begins by 
affirming that it is good for people to remain single, but acknowledges that some may 
have the gift of marriage and should pursue it. 
Paul then addresses the issue of sexual relations within marriage, noting that each spouse 
has a responsibility to fulfill the needs of the other. He warns against using sexual 
abstinence as a form of punishment or manipulation within marriage, and encourages 
couples to find a balance between sexual intimacy and spiritual devotion. 
He goes on to address the issue of divorce, noting that while Jesus forbade divorce except 
in cases of adultery, there may be other situations where divorce is necessary for the well-
being of the individuals involved. He encourages believers to seek reconciliation 
whenever possible, but acknowledges that divorce may be a necessary step in certain 
circumstances. 
Paul also addresses the issue of believers being married to non-believers, noting that 
while it is not ideal, such marriages should be maintained if possible. He encourages 
believers to strive to live in peace with their spouses, and to be a positive influence on 
them through their own faith and behavior. 
Finally, Paul addresses the issue of singleness, noting that it can be a gift from God and 
an opportunity for greater devotion to the Lord. He encourages single people to use their 



singleness as a time to serve God and others, and reminds them that they are not alone but 
are part of the larger body of Christ. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 7, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "Now for the matters you wrote about: 'It is good for a man not to have 
sexual relations with a woman.'" This verse refers to a question that the 
Corinthians had asked Paul about marriage and sexual relationships, and serves as 
a starting point for the discussion that follows. 

2. Verse 7: "I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift 
from God; one has this gift, another has that." This verse acknowledges that not 
everyone is called to celibacy, but that each person has their own unique gift from 
God. 

3. Verse 9: "But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better 
to marry than to burn with passion." This verse advises those who are struggling 
with sexual temptation to get married, rather than to give in to their desires. 

4. Verse 15: "But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not 
bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace." This verse 
addresses the issue of marriages between believers and unbelievers, and advises 
that if the unbelieving spouse chooses to leave, the believer is free to let them go. 

5. Verse 39: "A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her 
husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the 
Lord." This verse emphasizes the sanctity of marriage and the importance of 
marrying someone who shares your faith. 

 

 
Chapter 8 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul addresses the issue of food sacrificed to idols. He begins 
by acknowledging that there is only one true God and that idols have no real existence. 
However, he notes that some believers may struggle with the idea of eating food that has 
been offered to idols, because they may see it as participating in idol worship. 
Paul emphasizes that knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. He notes that while 
knowledge may enable believers to understand that idols have no real power, love is what 
should guide their behavior towards those who do not have that knowledge. He 
encourages believers to consider how their actions may impact others, and to prioritize 
the well-being of others over their own freedom. 
Paul notes that if eating food sacrificed to idols causes a weaker believer to stumble or 
fall into sin, then it is better to abstain from such food. He emphasizes that believers are 
called to love and serve one another, and that their behavior should always reflect that. 
Paul concludes the chapter by reminding believers that their ultimate goal should be to 
glorify God in all that they do. He encourages them to seek to build up one another and to 
prioritize the welfare of others over their own personal freedoms, so that they may be 
effective witnesses to the love and grace of God. 
 



Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 8, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that 'We all possess 
knowledge.' But knowledge puffs up while love builds up." This verse introduces 
the topic of food sacrificed to idols and emphasizes the importance of love over 
knowledge. 

2. Verse 4: "So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that 'An idol is 
nothing at all in the world' and that 'There is no God but one.'" This verse explains 
that idols have no real power or significance, as there is only one true God. 

3. Verse 6: "Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came 
and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 
things came and through whom we live." This verse affirms the belief in one God, 
the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ. 

4. Verse 9: "Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a 
stumbling block to the weak." This verse reminds us to be considerate of others 
and not to let our freedom and knowledge lead us to cause harm or offense to 
those who are weaker in faith. 

5. Verse 13: "Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I 
will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall." This verse 
emphasizes the importance of putting the needs and well-being of others before 
our own desires and preferences. 

 

 
Chapter 9 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul defends his apostleship and his right to receive support 
from the Corinthians. He begins by pointing out that as an apostle of Christ, he has the 
right to eat and drink, to be married, and to receive financial support from those to whom 
he ministers. 
However, Paul notes that he has chosen not to exercise his rights, but to work hard and 
support himself so that he may not be a burden to the Corinthians. He notes that this is an 
example that they should follow, as they too have been called to work diligently and to 
use their gifts and resources for the sake of the Gospel. 
Paul then uses the example of an athlete to illustrate the importance of discipline and self-
control in the Christian life. He notes that just as an athlete must train and discipline 
himself in order to compete effectively, so too must believers discipline themselves and 
put forth effort in order to run the race of faith well. 
Paul emphasizes that his ultimate goal is to win souls for Christ, and that he is willing to 
do whatever it takes to accomplish that goal. He notes that while he is free and has the 
right to do as he pleases, he chooses to submit himself to the needs and desires of others 
so that he may be an effective witness to the love and grace of God. 
Paul concludes the chapter by encouraging believers to follow his example of discipline 
and self-control, and to use their lives and resources to further the Gospel and win souls 
for Christ. He reminds them that their ultimate reward is the imperishable crown of 
eternal life, and encourages them to press on towards that goal with all diligence and 
effort. 



 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 9, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? 
Are you not the result of my work in the Lord?" This verse establishes Paul's 
authority as an apostle and reminds the Corinthians of the role he played in 
bringing them to faith. 

2. Verse 7: "Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and 
does not eat its grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink the milk?" This 
verse highlights the idea that those who do the work should be able to benefit 
from it. 

3. Verse 14: "In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the 
gospel should receive their living from the gospel." This verse affirms the right of 
those who preach the gospel to receive support from those they are serving. 

4. Verse 19: "Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 
everyone, to win as many as possible." This verse emphasizes Paul's willingness 
to humble himself and serve others in order to share the gospel with them. 

5. Verse 27: "No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I 
have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize." This verse 
speaks to the idea of self-discipline and perseverance in the face of temptation and 
challenge. 

 
 
Chapter 10 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul continues his discussion on the topic of food sacrificed to 
idols. He reminds the Corinthians of the experiences of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
noting that they were all baptized into Moses and ate the same spiritual food and drink, 
yet many of them still fell into sin and were destroyed. 
Paul warns the Corinthians that they should not be overconfident in their knowledge or 
spiritual maturity, but should instead be vigilant and avoid any temptation to participate 
in idol worship. He notes that idol worship is not simply a matter of eating or drinking, 
but involves participation in the demonic realm. 
Paul encourages the Corinthians to flee from idolatry and to instead partake in the Lord's 
Supper, which is a sharing in the body and blood of Christ. He notes that the Lord's 
Supper is a powerful symbol of the unity of the body of Christ and reminds believers of 
the sacrifice that Christ made for them. 
Paul also addresses the issue of eating meat that has been sold in the marketplace, which 
may or may not have been offered to idols. He notes that believers should not ask 
questions about the origin of the meat, but should simply eat it without worrying about 
whether it has been offered to idols. However, if someone tells them that the meat has 
been offered to idols, then they should refrain from eating it for the sake of that person's 
conscience. 
Paul concludes the chapter by reminding the Corinthians that everything they do should 
be done for the glory of God and the good of others. He encourages them to imitate him, 



as he imitates Christ, and to avoid any behavior that might cause others to stumble or fall 
into sin. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 10, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 12: "So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!" 
This verse serves as a warning to those who are confident in their own faith to 
remain humble and aware of their own vulnerabilities. 

2. Verse 13: "No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. 
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it." 
This verse provides comfort to believers in the face of temptation, reminding 
them that God will always provide a way out. 

3. Verse 16: "Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation 
in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the 
body of Christ?" This verse speaks to the idea of the Eucharist, or communion, as 
a means of participating in the sacrifice of Christ. 

4. Verse 23: "I have the right to do anything," you say--but not everything is 
beneficial. "I have the right to do anything"--but not everything is constructive." 
This verse reminds believers that while they have freedom in Christ, not 
everything they do is beneficial or constructive for themselves or others. 

5. Verse 31: "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory 
of God." This verse emphasizes the importance of living one's life in a way that 
honors and glorifies God in all things. 

 

 
Chapter 11 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul addresses several issues related to worship practices and 
decorum in the church. He begins by praising the Corinthians for maintaining the 
traditions that he had passed down to them, but notes that there are some issues that need 
to be corrected. 
Paul first addresses the issue of head coverings for men and women during worship. He 
notes that men should not cover their heads, as they are the image and glory of God, but 
that women should cover their heads as a sign of submission to their husbands and to 
God. He also notes that long hair is a natural covering for women and that it is a glory to 
them. 
Paul then discusses the Lord's Supper, noting that it is a sacred meal that should be taken 
with reverence and respect. He warns against taking it in an unworthy manner, which 
could result in judgment from God. 
Next, Paul addresses the issue of social divisions and class distinctions in the church. He 
notes that there should be no divisions among believers, as they are all one in Christ. He 
rebukes those who come to the Lord's table and eat without regard for their brothers and 
sisters in Christ, noting that this is not a true sharing of the Lord's Supper. 
Finally, Paul addresses the issue of spiritual gifts and their proper use in worship. He 
notes that all gifts come from the same Spirit and are given for the common good. He 



encourages the Corinthians to use their gifts in a way that builds up the church and 
honors God, and warns against using them to seek personal gain or attention. 
Paul concludes the chapter by urging the Corinthians to imitate him as he imitates Christ, 
and to maintain the traditions that he has passed down to them. He emphasizes the 
importance of order and decency in worship, and encourages them to use their spiritual 
gifts to build up the church and glorify God. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 11, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 3: "But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the 
head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God." This verse speaks to 
the idea of hierarchy and order within the church and home, with Christ being the 
head of every man and God being the head of Christ. 

2. Verse 11-12: "In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is 
man independent of woman. For as woman came from man, so also man is born 
of woman. But everything comes from God." This verse emphasizes the 
interdependence of men and women and the importance of recognizing that all 
things come from God. 

3. Verse 17: "In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings 
do more harm than good." This verse criticizes the behavior of the Corinthians 
during their meetings, emphasizing the importance of conducting themselves in 
an orderly and respectful manner. 

4. Verse 23-24: "For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, 'This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.'" This verse speaks to the importance of the Eucharist or 
communion as a way of remembering the sacrifice of Christ. 

5. Verse 28: "Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread 
and drink from the cup." This verse emphasizes the importance of self-
examination and introspection before partaking in the Eucharist or communion. 

 

 
Chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul discusses the spiritual gifts that have been given to 
believers by the Holy Spirit. He notes that there are different kinds of gifts, but they are 
all given by the same Spirit for the common good. 
Paul emphasizes the importance of unity in the body of Christ, noting that each believer 
has a unique role to play in the functioning of the body. He uses the analogy of the 
human body to illustrate this point, noting that each part has a specific function and is 
essential to the overall health and well-being of the body. 
Paul then provides a list of spiritual gifts, including wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, 
miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, and interpretation of tongues. He notes that 
each gift is given for a specific purpose and should be used in a way that benefits the 
entire body of Christ. 



Paul also addresses the issue of jealousy and competition among believers over their 
spiritual gifts. He notes that all gifts come from the same Spirit and that there should be 
no division or hierarchy in the body of Christ. Instead, each member should use their gift 
to serve and edify others. 
Paul concludes the chapter by emphasizing the importance of love in the exercise of 
spiritual gifts. He notes that even the most powerful gifts are worthless without love, and 
encourages the Corinthians to pursue love above all else. He notes that love is patient, 
kind, not envious or boastful, not arrogant or rude, not self-seeking, not easily angered, 
and keeps no record of wrongs. 
Overall, Chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians emphasizes the importance of unity, diversity, and 
love in the exercise of spiritual gifts within the body of Christ. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 12, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 4: "There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them." 
This verse highlights the diversity of spiritual gifts and emphasizes that they come 
from the same Spirit. 

2. Verse 12-13: "Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts 
form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to 
form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given 
the one Spirit to drink." This verse uses the metaphor of a body to emphasize the 
unity of believers in Christ and the idea that we all have a role to play in the larger 
body of Christ. 

3. Verse 22-23: "On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special 
honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty." 
This verse emphasizes the importance of valuing and honoring every member of 
the body of Christ, regardless of their perceived importance or status. 

4. Verse 27: "Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it." 
This verse reinforces the idea that believers are all part of the larger body of 
Christ, with each person playing a unique role. 

5. Verse 31: "Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most 
excellent way." This verse encourages believers to pursue spiritual gifts and 
abilities, while also hinting at the importance of love, which is explored more 
fully in the next chapter. 

 

 
Chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul provides a beautiful exposition on the nature and 
importance of love. He begins by noting that even if he were to speak in the tongues of 
angels or have great knowledge, without love, he would be nothing. 
Paul then provides a list of characteristics of love, noting that it is patient, kind, not 
envious or boastful, not arrogant or rude, not self-seeking, not easily angered, and keeps 
no record of wrongs. He notes that love does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth, 
and that it always protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres. 



Paul emphasizes the eternal nature of love, noting that it will never fail, while spiritual 
gifts such as prophecy, tongues, and knowledge will pass away. He notes that these gifts 
are only partial and imperfect, while love is complete and perfect. 
Paul encourages the Corinthians to pursue love above all else, noting that it is the greatest 
of the virtues and the foundation of all good works. He notes that even faith and hope are 
sustained by love. 
Overall, Chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians provides a powerful reminder of the centrality and 
importance of love in the Christian life. It encourages believers to seek love above all else 
and to recognize its eternal value and significance. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 13, along with brief 
explanations and the corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal." This verse emphasizes the 
importance of love over spiritual gifts or abilities, suggesting that without love, 
these things are meaningless. 

2. Verse 4-7: "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." 
These verses provide a description of what love looks like in action, and serve as 
a guide for how believers should treat one another. 

3. Verse 11: "When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 
me." This verse suggests that love is a sign of spiritual maturity, and encourages 
believers to leave behind childish ways of thinking and acting. 

4. Verse 13: "And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love." This verse highlights the importance of love as the most important 
aspect of Christian living, even above faith and hope. 

 

 
Chapter 14 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul continues his discussion of spiritual gifts, focusing on the 
gift of speaking in tongues and its place in the church. He notes that speaking in tongues 
can be a valuable gift, but it is not as useful for edifying the church as prophecy, which 
involves speaking in a language that can be understood by everyone. 
Paul emphasizes the importance of using spiritual gifts for the common good of the 
church, noting that speaking in tongues without interpretation can confuse and discourage 
others. He encourages the Corinthians to use their gifts in a way that builds up the church 
and promotes understanding and unity. 
Paul also addresses the issue of disorder in the church, noting that everyone should speak 
in an orderly way so that the church can be edified. He encourages the Corinthians to use 
their spiritual gifts in a way that promotes peace and harmony, rather than division and 
confusion. 



Paul concludes the chapter by emphasizing the importance of love in the exercise of 
spiritual gifts. He notes that all gifts should be used in a way that promotes love and unity 
within the church, and that love is the most important characteristic of a healthy church. 
Overall, Chapter 14 of 1 Corinthians provides practical guidance for the use of spiritual 
gifts in the church. It emphasizes the importance of using these gifts in a way that 
promotes understanding, unity, and love, and encourages believers to seek the common 
good of the church in all things. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 14, along with brief 
explanations and corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 1: "Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy." This verse highlights the importance of love and encourages believers 
to eagerly desire spiritual gifts, particularly the gift of prophecy. 

2. Verse 2: "For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. 
Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit." This verse 
explains that speaking in tongues is a form of communication with God that is not 
understandable to others. 

3. Verse 3: "But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort." This verse describes the purpose of the gift of 
prophecy, which is to strengthen, encourage, and comfort others. 

4. Verse 12: "So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel 
in those that build up the church." This verse encourages believers to seek gifts of 
the Spirit that build up the church and help others. 

5. Verse 26: "What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come 
together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue 
or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up." 
This verse highlights the importance of order in the use of spiritual gifts during 
church gatherings, emphasizing that everything should be done to build up the 
church. 

 
Chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this chapter, the apostle Paul addresses the issue of the resurrection of the dead, which 
some in the Corinthian church were denying. He begins by reminding the Corinthians of 
the gospel message, which he had received and preached to them, and which includes the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Paul emphasizes that the resurrection of Christ is central to the Christian faith, and that if 
Christ had not been raised, the entire gospel message would be empty and meaningless. 
He then goes on to argue that Christ was indeed raised from the dead, and that his 
resurrection is the firstfruits of a general resurrection of the dead that will occur at the end 
of the age. 
Paul provides a detailed explanation of the nature of the resurrection, noting that the body 
that is sown in weakness and perishable is raised in power and imperishable. He notes 
that the resurrection is a victory over death and sin, and that it gives believers hope for 
eternal life. 



Paul also addresses the issue of how the resurrection relates to the Christian life, noting 
that if there is no resurrection, believers' faith is in vain and they are to be pitied above all 
people. He encourages the Corinthians to be steadfast and immovable in their faith, 
knowing that their labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
Overall, Chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians provides a powerful defense of the reality and 
importance of the resurrection of the dead. It emphasizes the centrality of Christ's 
resurrection to the Christian faith, and encourages believers to live in the hope and 
confidence of eternal life. 
 
Here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 15, along with brief 
explanations and corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 3-4: "For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures." These verses summarize 
the core message of the gospel: that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised 
from the dead on the third day. 

2. Verse 14: "And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is 
your faith." This verse emphasizes the importance of the resurrection of Christ, 
which is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. 

3. Verse 20: "But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep." This verse proclaims the reality of Christ's resurrection, 
which serves as a guarantee of the future resurrection of all believers. 

4. Verse 22: "For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive." This verse 
contrasts the universal effects of sin with the universal hope of salvation through 
Christ. 

5. Verse 58: "Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is not in vain." This verse encourages believers to remain 
steadfast in their faith and to devote themselves fully to serving the Lord, 
knowing that their labor will be rewarded. 

 

 
Chapter 16 of 1 Corinthians: 
 
In this final chapter of the book, the apostle Paul provides some practical instructions for 
the Corinthian church. He begins by discussing the collection that he is taking up for the 
poor saints in Jerusalem, and encourages the Corinthians to contribute generously to this 
cause. 
Paul also discusses his travel plans, noting that he hopes to visit the Corinthians soon and 
stay with them for a while. He asks them to prepare for his visit, and encourages them to 
be on guard against false teachers and those who seek to cause division in the church. 
Paul concludes the chapter by sending greetings to various individuals in the church, 
including Stephanas and his household, who were the first converts in Achaia, and Aquila 
and Priscilla, who had been his fellow workers in Christ. 
Overall, Chapter 16 of 1 Corinthians provides some practical guidance for the Corinthian 
church. It emphasizes the importance of generosity, hospitality, and vigilance in the 



Christian life, and encourages believers to support one another and stay united in the face 
of various challenges and opposition. 
 
here are some important verses from 1 Corinthians Chapter 16, along with brief 
explanations and corresponding verse numbers: 

1. Verse 2: "On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum 
of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no 
collections will have to be made." This verse instructs believers to give regularly 
and generously to support the work of the church. 

2. Verse 13-14: "Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 
Do everything in love." These verses encourage believers to be vigilant, steadfast, 
and loving in their Christian walk. 

3. Verse 15: "You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in 
Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the Lord's people. I 
urge you, brothers and sisters," This verse commends the faithful service of a 
particular family and encourages believers to follow their example. 

4. Verse 19-20: "The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila 
and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at 
their house. All the brothers and sisters here send you greetings. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss." These verses demonstrate the interconnectedness of the 
early Christian community and encourage believers to greet one another warmly 
and affectionately. 

 
 
 
Notes: 
 
 
In the book of 1 Corinthians, there are several difficult questions raised that have been 
debated by scholars and theologians over the centuries. While some of these questions 
may not have a definitive answer, many have been discussed and explored in depth 
within the context of biblical scholarship and Christian theology. Here are some of the 
most challenging questions raised in 1 Corinthians: 

1. What does Paul mean when he says that the "foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom" in 1 Corinthians 1:25? 

2. What is the precise nature of the "spiritual gifts" that Paul describes in 1 
Corinthians 12-14, and how should they be exercised in the church? 

3. What is the meaning and significance of Paul's teaching on the resurrection in 1 
Corinthians 15? 

4. How should Christians navigate the tension between their freedom in Christ and 
the need to honor cultural and social norms, as discussed in 1 Corinthians 8-10? 

5. What is the proper role of women in the church, as discussed in 1 Corinthians 
11:2-16? 

These questions have been the subject of extensive study and debate among Christians 
and scholars throughout history, and while there may not be a definitive answer to each 
one, they continue to challenge and shape Christian thought and practice. 


